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1. How did God identify Himself to Moses?
And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh.”
He continued, “Thus shall you say to the Israelites,
Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh sent me to you” (Exodus 3:14,
literal translation).
“‘I will be what I will be.’ The Holy One, blessed
is He, answered Moses, ‘Go and tell Israel: I have
been with you in your servitude, and I will be
with you in your servitude to the kingdoms . . .’
Rabbi Isaac interpreted: ‘Tell them; it is I who
was, I who am now, and I who will be in the future’” (Ber 9a).
2. What message was often given through the
biblical names of persons?
The man named his wife Eve, because she was the
mother of all the living” (Genesis 3:20; cf. Genesis
5:29 “Noah”; Genesis 17:5 “Abra[ha]m”; Isaiah
7:3 “Shear-Jashub”).
“Four things can affect the future destiny of men
and divert the calamity . . . prayer, charity, repentance, and the change of names” (Rosh Hashanah
16b).
“Rabbi Yosse says: Since the ancients were able to
give names which contained the message of their
future destiny, they knew their future in advance”
(Genesis Rabbah 37:10).
3. What is the criterion for the true prophecy
coming from God?
So if a prophet prophesies good fortune, then only
when the word of the prophet comes true can it be
known that the LORD really sent him ( Jeremiah
28:9).

4. Why were the Hebrew prophets capable of
predicting the future?
Indeed, my Lord GOD does nothing without having
revealed His purpose to His servants the prophets
(Amos 3:7).
He reveals deep and hidden things, knows what is
in the darkness, and light dwells with Him (Daniel
2:22; cf. vs. 29, 30).
5. How does the Bible regard human divination and future telling?
Now, should people say to you, ‘Inquire of the ghosts
and familiar spirits that chirp and moan; for a people
may inquire of its divine beings - of the dead on behalf
of the living - for instruction and message,’ surely, for
one who speaks thus there shall be no dawn (Isaiah
8:19, 20; cf. Daniel 2:11).
“He who refrains from practicing divination is
protected by God” (Ned. 32a).
6. How far could the prophet Daniel see into
the future?
But another kingdom will arise after you, inferior
to yours; then yet a third kingdom, of bronze, which
will rule over the whole soil (Daniel 2:39; cf. vs. 44;
Daniel 7:17, 18).
“Daniel and Jacob are the only ones to whom
God has revealed what will happen at the end of
times” (Midrash Shoher Tov 31:7).
7. What do the metals of Daniel 2 and the animals of Daniel 7 represent?
You, O king - king of kings, to whom the God of
Heaven has given kingdom, power, might, and gloSHABBAT SHALOM 17

ry; . . . But another kingdom will arise after you, inferior to yours; then yet a third kingdom, of bronze,
which will rule over the whole earth. But the fourth
kingdom will be as strong as iron; just as iron crushes
and shatters everything - and like iron that smashes
- so it will crush and smash all these (Daniel 2:37,
39, 40).
These great beasts, four in number [mean] four kingdoms will arise out of the earth (Daniel 7:17).
8. What earthly message is represented by the
gold in Daniel 2 and the lion in Daniel 7?
The head of that statue was of fine gold; its breasts
and arms were of silver; its belly and thighs, of
bronze” (Daniel 2:32; cf. vs. 37, 38).
The first was like a lion but had eagles’ wings. As
I looked on, its wings were plucked off, and it was
lifted off the ground and set on its feet like a man and
given the mind of a man (Daniel 7:4; cf. Daniel
4:4).
It shall be as when a lion comes up out of the jungle
of the Jordan against a secure pasture: in a moment I
can hurry him out of it and appoint over it anyone I
chose. Then who is like Me? Who can summon Me?
Who is the shepherd that can stand up against Me?
( Jeremiah 49:19; cf. vs. 22).
Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, it
made the whole earth drunk; the nations drank of
her wine - that is why the nations are mad ( Jeremiah 51:7; cf. Isaiah 14:4).
“The lion represents Babylon” (Genesis Rabbah
13:5).
“The Babylonian empire was represented as a
lion to indicate its great power. The high flying
eagle symbolizes the great arrogance and pride of
the Babylonians . . . (see Isaiah 14:12-14) . . . The
eagle’s wings represent the great speed and energy
which were the Babylonian’s hallmark” (Mayenei
Ha-Yeshua 8:2; cf. Malbim).
9. What earthly kingdom is represented by
the silver in Daniel 2 and the bear in Daniel 7?
But another kingdom will arise after you, inferior
to yours; then yet a third kingdom, of bronze, which
will rule over the whole earth (Daniel 2:39).
PERES - your kingdom has been divided and given
to the Medes and Persians (Daniel 5:28; cf. 6:8;
8:20).
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Then I saw a second, different beast, which was like
a bear but raised on one side, and with three fangs
in its mouth among its teeth; it was told, ‘Arise, eat
much meat!’ (Daniel 7:5).
I looked and saw a ram standing between me and the
river; he had two horns; the horns were high, with
one higher than the other, and the higher sprouting
last (Daniel 8:3).
“The breast that comes after the head made of
silver applies to the Medes and Persians who
will come after the kingdom of Babylon” (Rashi,
Miqraoth Gdoloth on Daniel 2:39).
“‘And behold another beast, a second like a bear
(Daniel 7:5),’ said R. Yohanan: This refers to the
Persians who eat and drink like bears, have long
hair like bears and are agitated like bears” (Kidd.
72a; see Abodah Zarah 2b).
10. What earthly kingdom is represented by the
bronze in Daniel 2 and the leopard in Daniel 7?
The head of that statue was of fine gold; its breasts
and arms were of silver; its belly and thighs, of bronze
(Daniel 2:32; cf. vs. 39; Ezekiel 27:13).
After that, as I looked on, there was another one, like
a leopard, and it had on its back four wings like those
of a bird; the beast had four heads, and dominion
was given to it (Daniel 7:6; cf. Habakkuk 1:8).
“Strong like bronze, this applies to Alexander the
Great and his successors” (Rashi, Miqraoth Gdoloth on Daniel 2:39).
11. What earthly kingdom is represented by
the fourth entity - the iron in Daniel 2 and the
beast with the ten horns in Daniel 7?
But the fourth kingdom will be as strong as iron; just
as iron crushes and shatters everything - and like
iron that smashes - so will it crush and smash all of
these (Daniel 2:40).
After that, as I looked on in the night vision, there
was a fourth beast - fearsome, dreadful, and very
powerful, with great iron teeth - that devoured and
crushed, and stamped the remains with its feet. It
was different from all the other beasts which had
gone before it; and it had ten horns (Daniel 7:7; cf.
vs. 23, 24; Isaiah 6:13).
“‘He shall devour the whole earth and shall tread
it down and break it in pieces.’ R. Yohanan says
that this refers to Rome whose power is known
to the whole world” (Abodah Zarah 2b).

12. What spiritual power will grow out of the
fourth animal?
You saw the feet and the toes, part potter’s clay and
part iron; that means it will be a divided kingdom; it
will have only some of the stability of iron, inasmuch
as you saw iron mixed with common clay (Daniel
2:41; cf. Isaiah 64:8).
While I was gazing upon these horns, a new little
horn sprouted up among them; three of the older
horns were uprooted to make room for it. There were
eyes in this horn like those of a man, and a mouth
that spoke arrogantly (Daniel 7:8; cf. vs. 20, 24, 25;
Isaiah 14:13-14; Psalm 48:3).
“According to the commentators, Rome with
heavenly vision (Dan 8:8) seen by Daniel and explained by the angel, undergoes a metamorphosis from the secular power of the old empire into
the religious power, Christianity. The powerless
orphan adopted by the mighty empire, originally
by Emperor Constantine I and later by his successors, grew up to utilize its unique position as
state religion of the great empire and moved into
a period of unprecedented growth. Its power,
whether temporal or spiritual, eclipses that of
kingdoms and empires. Thus throughout our
exile, the fourth kingdom is represented by the
Christian Church, conceived of, despite all its
diverse forms, as one unit” (Rabbi Hersh Goldwurm, Daniel: A New Translation with a Commentary Anthologized from Talmudic, Midrashic
and Rabbinic Sources [New York: Masorah Publications, 1979], p. 105).
On the little horn: “Abarbanel (Mayenei Ha-Yeshua 8:5), followed by Malhim, understands this
as referring to the institution of the papacy. . . .
At its inception the papacy was not an institution which made its presence felt. Indeed much
time passed until the bishop of Rome could consider himself the head of the Christian Church.
However, the power of the Roman Church grew
until the popes of the Middle Ages were able to
challenge Europe’s most powerful rulers” (Ibid.,
p. 202).

a kingdom that shall not be transferred to another
people. It will crush and wipe out all these kingdoms,
but shall itself last forever (Daniel 2:44).
I looked on as that horn made war with the holy ones
and overcame them (Daniel 7:21, 22).
“‘In the days of these kings.’ . . . while the kingdom of Rome will be still standing. ‘The God of
heaven will set up a kingdom,’ this is the kingdom
of the Holy Blessed Be He which will never be
worn, this is the kingdom of the Messiah King”
(Rashi, Miqraoth Gdoloth on Daniel 2:44).
14. What kingdom is represented by the last
entity, the stone in Daniel 2 and the Son of
Man in Daniel 7?
As you looked on, a stone was hewn out, not by
hands, and struck the statue on its feet of iron and
clay and crushed them (Daniel 2:34; cf. vs.35; cf.
Isaiah 26:4; 44:8; Psalm 18:3).
As I looked on, in the night vision, one like a human
being came with the clouds of heaven; He reached the
Ancient of Days and was presented to Him (Daniel
7:13; cf. vs. 14, 26, 27; Isaiah 19:1; Psalm 18:1013).
“This is the Messiah King who will come one day
and will reign from one extremity to the other
extremity of the world, as it is written in Dan
2:35, ‘the stone that hit the statue became a great
mountain and filled the whole earth’” (Pirqei Rabbi Eliezer Perll. 2).
15. What spiritual or even historical lessons
can be taken from the study of this prophecy?
And in the time of those kings, the God of Heaven will establish a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, a kingdom that shall not be transferred to
another people. It will crush and wipe out all these
kingdoms, but shall itself last forever (Daniel 2:44;
cf. Daniel 2:21, 47).
“Thus contemplating the cosmos, he [Abraham]
came to the conclusion that there must be a Power higher and above all these powers visible to the
eyes, who rules and guides the order of the universe” (Maaseh Abraham, pp. 27-29).

13. How long will this spiritual power of the
fourth kingdom last?
And in the time of those kings, the God of Heaven
will establish a kingdom that shall never be destroyed,
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Shema Israel

Bible Correspondence Course

A

systematic study of the Torah, 15 lessons from a Hebrew point of view,
to search, find, and live the biblical
truth—designed for all those
interested in the heritage of Israel.
“A man cannot understand Torah unless he has
stumbled in it.”  (Gittin 43)

A Hebrew Perspective

Biblical truth has suffered much under the impact of the Jewish-Christian drama.  Historically,
within Christianity, Biblical truth has often been
read and interpreted from the anti-Semitic bias
which in turn triggers a negative response within
the Jewish mindset. The unique perspective of
this course is to embrace the Jewish-Christian
drama in order to unfold the truths of the Bible,
free from any foreign influence of cultural tradition. Since Biblical truth has been channeled
through the Hebrew culture and language, it will
be traced and shaped from a specific Hebrew
perspective, taking into account not only the Hebrew text but also the heritage of ancient Jewish
sources.

An Interactive Process

This course has been designed in a systematic
manner encompassing 15 topics. You will receive
a study booklet on each of the following topics:
1. The Bible
2. HA-SHEM, The God of Israel
3. Evil and Suffering
4. The Messiah I (Why?)
5. The Messiah II (When and Who?)
6. Israel and the Church
7. The Torah, The Law of God
8. The Shabbat
9. Creation
10. Eating and Drinking
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11. The Nature of Man
12. Death
13. Prophecy and History
14. Judgement
15. Life with God

An Award

In addition to the enrichment gained through
your exploration of Biblical truth, upon completion of this course you will receive a beautiful diploma adorned with Hebrew calligraphy and a
one-year subscription of Shabbat Shalom.
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